FIRST OVER EVEREST
pone our attempt to die spring, a season which local information
indicated should be nearly, though not quite as good, as the
autumn. On this information was less precise for the previous
climbing expeditions had for the most part collected their data
in the autumn.
There was no reason, however, to expect from a careful
inspection of both the meteorological records and brief notes
of expeditions and travellers, that the skies would not be clear
and free from cloud for the majority of days in each week.
The question of wind was an entirely different one. The
modern British aeroplane makes nothing of wind qua wind
whatever its power and velocity; in fact, the modern pilot
prefers a strong wind to a calm day, provided diat the wind is
favourable in direction.
In the case of our expedition, however, there were special
circumstances governing the wind.
The first was fuel consumption. As the flight had to be made
from a point in British India in die closest proximity to the
mountain and to return by the shortest and most direct route,
it followed that the wind could not be favourable both on the
outward and homeward journey.
This applies to either a head or a tail wind, whilst a wind
from either beam has the effect of increasing the distance which
an aeroplane must pass through the air in order to fly from point
to point. For example, a strong wind coming in from die left,
tends to blow the machine downwind to the right. If diis
were not corrected by accurate steering, the machine would
proceed on a curved path to reach its destination, the curved
line being as Euclid assures us, longer than die straight line
between two points. To maintain a straight course in such
circumstances—and straight course is, incidentally, essential for
survey photography—the pilot has to incline the nose of the
machine into the wind and to fly, as it were, crabwise
with reference to the ground. Briefly, the centre line of his
machine is not parallel to the front of starting and arrival, but
inclines more or less at an oblique angle to it.
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